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LIQUOR BANS — KIMBERLEY COMMUNITIES 

Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.05 pm]: On 18 August this year I 
informed the house that I had agreed to implement total alcohol bans in the Kimberley communities of Kundat 
Djaru, also known as Ringer Soak, situated 172 kilometres south east of Halls Creek; Koongie Park, situated 
20 kilometres south of Halls Creek; and Nicholson Block, situated three kilometres from Halls Creek. These 
bans are now in place and will run for an initial period of three years, expiring in September 2013. All but one of 
the 10 bans implemented so far are voluntary, the exception being Oombulgurri; and all these communities, apart 
from Jigalong, are located in the Kimberley region. It is evident that the success of the section 175 alcohol bans 
in the Kimberley is starting to generate interest in other regions. Currently, a number of East Pilbara and western 
desert communities are seeking alcohol bans. I recently visited two of these communities, being the Punmu 
Aboriginal Community, located in the western desert approximately 370 kilometres east of Newman; and the 
Irrungadji Aboriginal Community, located in the East Pilbara region adjacent to the town of Nullagine. In each 
case I was impressed by the strong desire of the community leaders to deal with the effects of alcohol abuse by 
removing alcohol from their communities, and the commitments made by local police to help the communities 
achieve this goal. 

As is common practice, the process for considering a section 175 alcohol ban involves consultation with relevant 
groups and service providers, including the local shire, the Commissioner of Police, the Minister for Mental 
Health and the Minister for Indigenous Affairs, to enable an assessment of the adequacy of support services to 
occur. During my visits to the communities, I was accompanied by Acting Superintendent Mike Bell and 
Inspector Kevin Dale from the Pilbara district police, each of whom I acknowledge for his commitment to help 
the communities implement and manage the alcohol bans. This support is an important factor in the bans being 
effective. On this basis, I have agreed to proceed to implement alcohol bans in the Punmu and Irrungadji 
communities for an initial period of three years, and have instructed that the necessary regulations be prepared. 

This will bring to 12 the number of remote communities that have implemented alcohol bans under the Liquor 
Control Act. The system seems to be working very well and is gaining momentum, with a number of further 
applications under consideration. The important thing to note about these section 175 alcohol bans is that 
although they usually result from a voluntary request made by a community, they are not granted automatically. 
In addition to the consultative process before I agree to a ban, I need to be satisfied that there is both an 
overwhelming support from within the community for the ban and a commitment of support from the police and 
other relevant agencies. In this regard the government congratulates the people of Punmu and Irrungadji for 
taking strong action to support the wellbeing of their communities. 
 


